
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) began as a joint federal, state, and 
local effort to deliver high quality Missouri River water to the region. The Dakota Water 
Resources Act of 2000 authorized the project to provide a supplemental water source 
for improved drought resiliency for the Red River Valley. In 2013, it was clear the project 
would not receive federal approval. Today, the project continues with state and local 
sponsorship. RRVWSP will deliver Missouri River water to central and eastern North 
Dakota from south of Washburn to a discharge in the Sheyenne River. In conjunction, 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) 
are also pursuing the Eastern North Dakota Alternate Water Supply (ENDAWS), which 
would utilize the McClusky Canal as a water source.

LOCAL SPONSORS
The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District is made up of 28 member counties who 
each elect a citizen to serve on the board of directors. The principal mission of the orga-
nization is to provide a reliable, high quality, and affordable water supply to benefit the 
people of North Dakota.

In 2003, the North Dakota Legislature created LAWA to address future water needs in 
the Red River Valley. LAWA was further directed to develop a reliable supply of drinking 
water to central and eastern North Dakota. LAWA serves as the representative for RRVWSP 
water users, and is a cooperating entity with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District.
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